Tricyanomethanide is one of the few carbanions which are stable under ambient conditions. However, while the electronic structure and the absorption spectrum of this anion have been studied [1 -3] (Fig. 2) which includes only the interaction of the CC3 moiety [5] . In the ground state C(CN)3 has not a trigonal pyramidal but a trigonal planar (D3h) structure [6] becomes bonding by overlap with the * orbitals of the nitrile substituents [5, p. 146]. This interaction does not change the ordering of the HOMO a2" and the degenerate LUMO e [1, 2] which is antibonding with respect to the C -C bonds. In accordance with a previous report [2] we assign the 
